


> aivies ; conftitute the chick find in a hiftory 
oof the Hebrew race, from the period of Abra- 
to their captivity in Keagypt. .. \ 

aa nena: of seebhage the pat of that 













a difiveser of their’ own race. arofe. 
Whe se eee in the court’ of F 












art of ian, and sdtaileckei matinee eis a 
herds into a nation of warriors. Eminent 
legiflative wifdom, as well as military t: 
he compiled a code of laws, for the 
condué&t of the nation ® which di 


views of the lawgiver. Under Je 
fucceflor of M&fes, the defer en dan t 
ham. took pofleffion of the an 
The fertility of this 
of it$ firft inhabita 


pnercial intercoure Ww 


wid: ‘Pentefoith 
obfeure or de- 

















rity by a feries of victories,. inde, ©: 
conquefts over the adjacent nat 

vaded the kingdom of Edom or Idum 
reduced i itto be a ae of his emp 


port towns on the Red-fea, Elathand Ss 
Geber, which, in the paci ic and. 
‘of his fon Solomon, came a fo 
traordinary qpulence and few. : 
the kingdom of Ifrael. 


which. they cae pa by the Red. ed-fe 
Arabia‘ and India on the one hand, - 3 


tragted the attention and jmitation of. Sol omni 
Succeeding to. a kinggom rendered illuf 


by the battles and idea; ; hie: 





O irs, and made every aoe 
: sre] r con ucting commercial voy- 
Ms ere Tadies of the antient world. He 

- peor peopled thee a te Cities with inhabi- 























F phiphiet him in great 
ers fiers, thus ‘fitted out, failed. - 
from the Red -fea, under the direction of Pha- 
_nician pilots, to thofé ports in Atabia and Af- 
rica which they had been accuftomed to fre- 
quent. By one voyage to Ophir, he obtained 
_ four hundred and fifty talents of gold+. By 
_ his enlightened and well-regulated efforts, he 
drew ‘to thefe arte on the Red-fea, and thenge 
Jerufilem, the produce and luxuries of 
ica, Arabia, Perfiz, and India, and ac- 
quired ‘fuch immenfe opulence, that he is faid 
have made filver abound in Zion like the 
‘freer. 


RO M. ane elevation ‘and fplendor to which 
edo Of Ifrael was now raifed, we find 


2 ‘Chron. viii. 18. Ny 
Equal to three milliom. two 


poundsferling, = 
‘S. - Solomon 
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Ecigihben port of Baiapubteete. On the ace 
cefion of Jehoram to the throne, the Edo- | 
ymites revoltedyand having expelled his vice~ 
roy, chofe a ‘king of theirown, and under his 
conduct recowered their antient liberty. - 
this time the Jewith traffic: by the hola 
gulph was interrupted til] the reign of Uz~ eh 
ziah. He, having recovered Elath to Judah, - 
fortified it anew, and expelling the Edomites, ” 
planted it with his own people. The antignt 
traffic being thus renewad, was carried on and 
continued till Ahaz began his reign. At. that Ar 
period Rezin, king of Damafeus, feized Pek 
from the Jews, and planted it with Syrians, in, 
order to partake the profit of that trade. ot th ma 
fonthern feas, ‘which «the kings of Judah h 


Hag ghey 


it reaped by holding pofiefiion - tha 
rtW But Tiglath-Pilefer, king of f \fiyria, 
ha¥tg conquered Rezin, and fu 
king m of Dagnafcus;: fink} I 
ps re 
































“carrie “on: ‘with little interruption 
> days of Solomon. ‘The fources of 
de ity being ‘eut off, the-kingdom of. 

12 jebined till Fi vaps was, 


r ‘the Jaen-ik a tdlapiclee: 


higher order of things opens to our 
on. «In the,multitude of hiftori- 





but, that —<- arm, _ dhbith ‘all. the 
vements.in the univerfe are begun and con- 
ted “marae ont 








Sdn, “The revelation, 


to the parents of mankind 
id that a divine perfon was 


sin race to repair thy ru 
aman to his ca 



























that whaae of aac iaee : 
fudden. ‘Fhere is a rife and a progrefs 
the works of Nature; Deaatick 

from a tender fhoot, and the animal Saiki . 
fant ftate. Man, in his colleétive ag well as 
individul _- advances to. mrs 


ence 5 prim oui , 
political inftitutions, ator 
fitions, but the gradual grow 
experience, the flow pro 
and inveftigation for many ages. : 
Tuis law, which is eftabli (hed am ee er 
tural and in the moral, prevails alfo in the | 
religious world. The light of revelation was. 


with its full fplendor,. 
the dawn went before the ‘ighaniian 
noon-day.. Great defigns are feldom Kec ut 
without due.preparation. ‘There’ wasoa p 
: osey of ae var chca beforchand. 










~ Mofaic a ye sieit sina feiss: 
| tions of the earth had corrupted the putiry of 








ra c ; of revelation. Following their vain 
‘s ee: vicious. pen they funk 


kind. ae “depraved. worfhip, impure 
3, » and bloody ceremonies, prevailed among 
: on Was impiety. Altars were 
n 8, to the = to mor- 










cn of evil Age: and ipetveis malignant to 
» When human affairs were in this con- 
“iio, God mercifully interpofed, refumed 
©» in an-extraordinasy manner the reins of the 
- ‘aniverfe, and ‘revealed himfelf to a world 
y which foemed to hate forgotten his exiftence. 
' He daid hold ‘of one people with a faving 
Rand, t thatehed them from the defilement 
















decediately i hth peeve 

the bottom of the vale at once tothe 
fammit of the mountain ; but to advance theie 
progrefs by flow degrees, agreeable to the fim 
ty of human nature, and the defignswf Divine 
Providence. A dawn of light was fufficieht 
for the morning of the world; the infant: 
ftate of fociety was not ripe for a more pets” 
feet inftruétion; and singe nation, to wholt 
capacity thefé laws were ed, was unfit: 
to receive - pureft and fub viene: lesions ‘ 
wifdom. ie 

Tue seiitatsolk whic 

felf to his chofen people 
to their fituation, and to the ftate of the world 
at that time. As idolatry prevailed univers 
fally among the neighbouring nations, the — 
worfhip of one Supreme Being, the creator 
, and governor of the wotld, infinite in wife 
" dom, power, and goodnefs, the avenger of 
guilt, but the patron and protector’ of righ 
fs, was eftablithed by divine auth 










Ss, fobeche ainong: —_ bce were 
as difcoveries of the moft fublime 
» were revealed at once to thefe rude 


| though fimple truths 
the mott enlighten- 







to the few, and. only imparted to thofe who 
| i initiated - in. the myfteries, were pro- 
ulgs sated to mankjnd. ‘When ignorance and 

atry pre’ ed among the nations, it was 
e thould be. the depo- 
© worthy of the Deity; 
les of fuperitition covered 
th, a-motning, rofe in Ra- 












n of Mofes to i. cophe 
ed by the mirack’s which 


he 








and pues aay fa 
that the exiftence a 


clare the glory’ 
ment fheweth. : 
rena 













of the wor, announce 


Ly Sessa 





of nature was. _ 
mighty wo nat 





ligion refts. Miracles h 
defined oY violations of th 


operations of ha Th 
‘ confidered as works ‘ii 





m_werg obvious to 
7 by reafon. He did not 
n the credulity of the If- 
“4 an ‘intercourfe with 
nte revefies and 

























ene the jetta witnefles of the divine iii potdin 
_ sine their behalf. The miracks performed in 

| it, a wonders +s difplayed in the field — 
f Zoan, were wr pe Se their own deliver- 
“ance, or the ‘punifletnestt of their enemies. 

~The fea, divided by divine power to permit 
~ them to pafs in fafety between its fufpended 
sillow ot the heavenly bread which fupported 
m in a barten defert ; the waters guthing 
¢ seers the ftroke of a rod, and fol- 
ig them in their courfe; the heavens giv- 
at eet al to direé their one 


° 












by. the. 


mn 


draw afide the veil. from futurity ; to 


the hiftory of, the ages to come; ca Fe 
the “a pay betes Prcyak r 


his cia ieede is — 


ate ages fuch joe et at sions) : 
given to confole the diftreiles and fupport. the — 
faith of the pious. But under the Motic 
«economy, the miniftry of the prophets ; 
a remarkable part in the biftory, of the ch 
the nation by a retired life, cauftere mann 
and a peculiar gasb. ne | 








ae under, the di 








becitinnios-the! lak of Motes and okie 
of their fathers, and, by denuncia- 

© calamities to themfelves and 
i to Bis 














ndieliigie apeoiny as Sie 
abject oe thelr prophecy. 
: | afar the revolutions that 
sce, in the cities and empires 
ee hiftory of un- 
ney daad been fpectators of the 
xy foretold. Thofe nations in 
? tranfactions I have now re- 
nithed 1 in the facred oracles ; les ; 
th nd hing or 
are mi- 
na. ‘ining anda ftrik- 


c : ing 











the greatnefs of Sines on "the ruins ant the 
independent ftates in the. neighbourhood ; and 
the greater part of Afia fubmitted to the Af. 
fyrian yoke. The extraordinary of be ae 
fudden profpeyity of the kingdom had cor- — 
rupted thg morals of the rulers and the co= 
ple ; rapacity, cruelty, and oppreflion, marked ; 
the progrefs of their conquefts ; they had car- 
ried the ten’tribes of I{rael into captivity, and 
impofed a tribute on the kingdom of Judah. 
The vengeance of Heaven was denounced 
againft them for their wickednefs by the. pro- 
phet. Jonah ; but on. their humbling them. 
felves before the true God, and repentin 
in fackcloth and. athes, their doom was de. 
layed. But Nineveh did. not, continue, long 
‘to ‘bring. forth: the fruits of repentance ; xu 
inhabitants returned to. their former courles 
and added to the catalogue ‘of their crimes. 
Nahum the prophet, herefore, e> who, lived in 

























vine ae himfelf proclaiming freedom to his 
» people from the Affyrian yoke, and announc- 
ing the ruin of the mighty city that had thed 
‘the blood of his fervants ; marching at the 
read of the: armies that thould. come to be- 
| ‘terror and confternation be- 

. vering the city, with its 
“@hibiants and i its treafures, into the merci- 
Jefe hands of rapacious and infatiable plun- 
derers. He next. déferibes the inftruments of 
“Je povali's vengeance, the military array, the © 
ee Seep drefs of t the Medes and Babylonians, 
thei f rapid aproach té the Walls, the inynda— 
tion - fF netlsi the. a of the ine 












* oie ieee to Satie. | 















the whip, the el ¥ 
of the pran pe tae, | 


Pasta 


of the hiaghey men is made red, po & 
are in fearlet. The chariots _ with as 
torches fthall rage in’ the ftree ee he 

juftle one againft another "inthe broad 
they fhall run fike the lightnin 3. The 
will take *vengearice ‘ont his. adverfaries, 
execute wrath on on We nemies. He hath 






ij Tes 
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way in ie, whieh aad i it in he pe ¢ 
the clouds are the duit of his. t. Her 


buketh the “and maketh it dry; and he : 
drieth up the rivers. The mountains ae Bes 
ble Before! ‘him, the hills diffolve, the 


is beet at firs vt ar ap : gts aif ; 





opened, jou the pala 


PRPC, 
ok ae we 
“4 ¥ 




















ike ye the {poi tt 
“oli pint is no end 
‘glory out of all the gorgeous 
ch is empty, and void, and 
eth p eae kanes finite to- 


B pebple Bither blabhewets: 
f lain; there is no end of 


corps 2s; they ftumble upon the bodies 
ges dead. Where is the dwelling of the 
~ Tions, and the feeding-place of the young 
lions ? whére the eld lion walked, with none 
to make him afraid ; where he tore in pieces 
re: “for” ‘his: young, and ftrangled for his 
C8 5. 85, filled. his caverns with pl . inder, and 











‘halt de ae and ap Nineveh is 


to ae phd, * the A fyian kings, 


hy mations, particularly Judea 
Is to ‘grate 

















of thee are women 3 the gates of 

fet wide open to thine enemies. » Thy or 
flumber, O king of Affyria; thy nobles fh fha al 
dwell in the duft;.thy people be feate red on 
the mountains, and no man to gather them. 
All that hear the found of thy fall, hall re= 
joice over, thee and clap their hands ;_ for 

upon whom hath nahh webtenes: : 
continnally * 2" 

Wuen Nahum uttered . “ cy, Nie. 
neveh was the capital of the greatctt empire ae 
in the world. It wag fixty miles in circum 
ference, populous and flourihing. The MAIg..  <" 
were a hundred feet high, fo broad chat # t Be me 
chariots could drive abreaft.on them, and : 
defended with fiftéen hundred towers, 
hundred feet in height., Yet, in the mer 
of her profperity, the agp forefaw. 





and foretold, “ that the Lord. would 
. 4 Nahum, oo is, tie | : 
, u ca : = 





| “Tie € Chaldean at Geoptcded to the 
sine bene sind the feat of oriental empire was 
from Nineveh to Babylon... Enrich- 
the fpoils of the eaft, and exulting in 
er profperity, the proud metropolis 

d born to eg the world. She 











| aelapinens queen f.nations, and 
reign is /, Lam, and there is none 
fe befides ames [cam exempted from that 
| cand dentine which are incident to 


. Dokaak ‘pecs ie Bhighibe obfervers of 

ven ‘have read the records of my per- 

duration.” But her pride and luxury, 
: ae | 

3 4 Wish sli, 7, 8, &c, : 







cs 





















tions,’ and ar 
had been drunk with the blogdof the: eo) 
More than.a hundred. years before the 
plithment of this. prediction, Ifaiah foretold 
the doom that was pronounced againft Baby 
lon, named the prince who. was. to_ rn 
prophecy , before he was born, deferibedthe — 
minuteft circumftances relating to the fiege | m 
and the taking of the city, and painted the — 
perpetual defolation of this: neat ak 
capital in every fucceeding age. , ne 
Tue prophecy begins with the commenmiag 
God to afiemble the forces who were deftinedto 
execute the purpofes of has vengeance... *** Lift” “ 
ye up a banner upon the high mountain, exalt — 
the voice unto then’, thake the hand:that-they - i 
may go into the gates of the nobles.” Aleve 
commanded mychofen ones. Thavealfofetapart 
my mighty ones toexeeute pa ‘Thenoife 4 


: U4 





ig 

















ET LE Ie 
ee ee 


otha ites comnery! Sein ahie~ end” of 
si cav as "ever the Lotd and the weapons of his 
SL , to , ‘the land of Chaldea. 
| a ; f pike is at hand; it 







aeons shat ; sane and forrows fhall take 
hold’ of them ; they: fhall bein pain as a wo- 
amanvthat ‘travelfeth. » Behold the day of the 
Lord cometh, cruel with wrath and fierce an- 
gers Foretheftars of’ heaven”and the con- 
jons thereof thall not give their light : 
the fun (hall be darkened in his going forth, 
and the moon thall fot caufe her light to 
thine.” ‘aye: will ‘punith the world for their 
dnefs: Twill caufe the arrogancy of the 
aa to cine; and «will Jay low the haugh- 
‘ Sectiet-ine terrible. . Every one that is found 
’ dha be thratt through ; ‘and every one that 
We’ joined ‘to ‘them fhall fall by the fword. 
childrer ‘fhall be dathed to pieces before 
cir eye y their houfes thall be {poiled, and 
ir wives ravithed, Behold, I wiji ftit up 


aon agsintt thiem, which thall not re- 






‘ gard 


















was foretold.  Iftiah at Jatt 
by name, the Perfian prince who was 
to be the inftrument of Divine Providence, in - 
executing his purpofes both of vengeance and — 
of mercy, and marks down the eircamftances _ 
and the manger*in which Babylon was to 
be taken, ,  ~ a a ae 
“ Tuus Sait Cap 2iB00 06: bie: ointed, 1 
Cyrus, whofe right harid Phave+holden | 
due nations before him ; and Twill loofe the 
loins of kings ; to open before him the two 
leaved gates, and thewortgls fhall not be fhut: & 
I will go before thee, and make the crooked. 
places ftraight. I will fay to the deep, Be dry, 
and I will dry up the rivers; I will breakan 
pieces the gates of brefs, and cut in funde ahs 
bars of iron; and I will give thee the trea a 
fures of darknefg, and hidden riches’ of fecret 
places, that thou mayeft know that I the ord, 
whffch\call thee by thy name, am the. God ' 
of Ifrael, For aia a fervant’s fake, ie} a, 














or ‘lay af nea 


; lone raripe given pie is the bett commentary 


"y this prediction... “On the. ‘approach of an 
meth Safire sat which othe. panne opine 


rus contrived a 
city. He 
Pigrersed the pelt of ‘the Euphrates into the 
, sega 85 waters 


en ali his peace sthe! se al the 
giver ran.into Babylon, and another where it 


came out, ordering thevin ‘to enter the city by 
¢ eechannel. The.army having got 





i ote ay 


a, 2, &c. — The laft verfe alludes to 
f the Two Principles, which prevailed itt 


gts . 
i 
si 


within 







g arifen, the gates of the pi ace 
were rata by the king’s ordérs, to-enquire 
into the caufe.)» The la | 


lon accomplifheds. ooThe apts wealth : 
which Cyrus” : 


e plun 
city, called by, the peti: vi the eatures 
darknefs, ,and. the. hidden riches of fe oe 
















told by the infpired peophet |» pre 
Many other. particulars sami this-< eX- 
traordinary event are defcribed by. Jeremiah. at 
“« Make bright the arrows, gather the fhields; 
the Lord hath up. the kings of the © 
Medes ; for his déyWe is againft Babylon. fo. 
deftroy it, becaufe it is the vengeance of th i 
Lord, the vengeance of his temple. C thou 
that dwelleft upon many waters, abundant | 
tr , thine end is come, and the meafure 
of thy sci The Lord of Hofts ha 3 





Wath the king of the Medes, the 
rulers, and all the people of his 
. The lar (hall tcemble and mourn; 
eve eee: of the Lord thall be per- 
- formed againft Babylon, to make her a defo- 
lation: neice, an, inhabitant. A will dry up 
ess Waid a. logic, for thet.s. i - art alfo 
taken, O.Babylon, when thou. wait not aware. 
he mighty men have forborne to fight ; 
‘ their ftrength has failed, they became as wo- 
oy *, see ing-plages are burned, and her 
poft lgun to meet an- 
et other, and apo seiies to meet another, to 
gel thesking of Babylon shat his city is taken, 
Ha ‘Twill make drunk her @rihces, her wife men, 
ae : singe her ralers, and they fhall fleep 
. and not awake, faith the King 
The broad 



























ugh y pani hall be burned with Sie ac | 
SH ge . How 


ete 

















nations ! yeh pag: 

Tur deftrudtion: eas labs 
phant cap tal, which had fo longop 
earth, and thed the blood of its “isha 
is painted in vatious lights by” he 1 
writers. Ifaiah has compofed an ode on the 
occafion, which for elegance” of difpofition, 
{ublimity of fentiment, boldnets of colouring, 
beauty and ‘force ‘of ¢ ands un 
valled amongaill the Hondendliee! of gen 
which antiquity has tranfmitted to moder 
times. A chorus of Jews ‘is firft in : 
exprefling their aftonifhment at the fudden 
downfal of Babylon, and their exultation ee 
the unexpected revolution i in their affairs tbe A 
the deftruction of thes ‘tysants. ' es 

““ How hath the appreflor conf  "the 











golden city céafed '\ Jehvah hath br 
rod of the wicked, ar hs fceptre of 1 
He who fmote a wra 


vengeance, is ] 
eth.” 


Tas\oppeeed 


denoted in the- 






















6 sae aan 


ee teed 


— Bok ich 


pw feene is then ¢ anda new 
eD htt “introduced. “The regions 
. of the dead are laid open, and Hades re- 
ee gee rine nicer: ae of the de- 
es te "meet the king of Babylon, and 





bane saibscatiniliie condition with them- 
felvest: ‘This ‘is the boldeft figure that has 
emp woetical compofition, 
nithing ‘concifenefs 
‘the idea of an im- 
2 vaft gloomy ca- 
Of which’ there are 
er of ‘the Jewith fepulchres, 
I bodies : here the deceafed 
ed ftate, fuitable to 
2 on his owf couch, 

m, “and “his. chiefs 


A is fround 





















Sabena ad aided ria on a hie | 

“« Hanes from beneath is moved for thee — 
to meet thee at thy conting ; it roufeth up the | 
departed thades; the mighty of the-ea: : 
raifeth from their thrones all the kings of the 
nations ; they triumph over thee, Art thou, _ 
even thou too’ become weak as we? Art thou 
made like unto us? Js thy pride brought down 
to the grave, the found -of thy fprightly’in- 
ftruments ? Isgthe vermin become thy couch, — 
and the earthworm thy covering: oe: theo 

Tuer Jewith people are again brought fot — 
ward uttering an exclamation in the form of 
a funeral dirge over the fallen tyrant. © 4) 

« How art thou fallen from heaven, OQ 
Lucifer, fon of ing! how art thou. _ 
cut off from the: 


the Moft High.” Yet ee : 


to the Manfions of riper fi 


. 


y 


of ~ it.” o< Kar ko eee 
GERSs are next intr 
cover on — othe king of 
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by" yal: ical aa 


s 
ween 





at ceaan: 6 ads grave tibeaidabmainable 
branch ; asa careafe trodden under foot. Thou 

. fhalt not be joined with theng in burial, be- 
caufe thou haft deftroyed the. and flain 
tthe people. Prepare flaughter for his. chil- 
dren, for the iniquity ‘of their fathers, that 
‘they do not: rife nor poffefs the land, nor fill 
6% ee pli a ee 













sieer deftruction 
folation from age to 
e arreverfible decree by 


in pre, ae evil Giexiy. 
| i bs eet ats. total 





x peiebitlaain., faittwthe Lord 
1 will cut off from Babylon ihe 
d@ remnant, ,the fon and thef neptiew. » 
2ecom rie heap of ruins, a dwelling. * 
, piace, 


pea Sia Fe ; 
ee key weed Sea 
yi NS f : 







hiffing, without an. inhabitant * *,. " 
bylon, the glory of Kingdoms, _ deb r au ze 
the Chaldees excellency, thall’be as when Go 
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. . It hall, ~ 
never be inhabited, neither thal] it be dwelt s eg 
in from generation to generation: neither thal. 

the Arabian pitch his tent there, nor ‘the thep-.- 
herds make their folds there. But the wild: 
beaits of the defert thall lurk,in its ruins; . the 
houfes fhall be full of doleful creatures ; there 
fhall the owls dwell and the fatyrs dance. 
And the wild s of the ifland fhall cry.in. 
their defolage Gomes, and dragons in their. 
pleafant palaces. I will make it a poffeflion: 

for the bittern and pools of water: and J will. 
{weep it with the befom of deftruction, faith - 
the Lord of Hofts. Jehovah hath fworn, 
Surely as 1 have thoaght, , fo fhall it come. 

to pafs; and as I ave parpoted fo fhall it 
fiand +.” 
° Ar the precife perlod abe he this pre~ . 


XS Sa 3 






es 
Qe Nae 
Sis 


diction was fulfilled? N[his great city, the» a 
glory of kingdoms, whofe Beauty, ftrength, and. BE 


magnificg@smade it thé wonder of the world, 

hasffhared the ruin of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
A Tiaijah xiv. 495 + Ibid. xiii. 19. XiV. 23, 24. ib, 
mf x Not 3s 
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*y oe BS 









“of its exiftence, is now to be found. Its pa- 
= laces, towers, and temples, are mouldered into 
duft, and funk into a morafs. . So ‘completely 
is the prediction of the prophet verified, and 
the place where it ftood fo infefted with wild 
-beafts and. ferpents, that travellers inform us, 
they dare not come nearer to it than half a 
league : and thus it muft-ever remain, for it 
is doomed by the divine decree never to be in- 
habited from generation to generation. 

Next to Babylon, Tyre was one of the 
moft antient and flourifhing, cities in the 
world. It had long poffefied :3 dpminion of 
the feas, and was the emporium of the ecaftern 
: trade by the Arabian gulph, as well as ot the 
weftern by the Mediterranean. The produc- 
tions and manufactures of the various regions 
of the earth, whateverAontributed to utility, 
or adminiftered to luxury swere brought to its 
markets; and this variedfabundance was dif- 
perfed by the Tyrian njférchants over all the 
nations’ around them A long and uninter- 
“rupted. feries of profserity Had corrupted the 
morals and fwelled the pride of“ T'yte. Va- 
nity, luxury, and voluptuoufnefs, infected her 
citizens, while ambjtion and cruel nomtels | 

ed her rulers. She sate We of 
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confider herfelf as the queen of citi 
merchants fiinked with the princes and 
of the earth, and who beheld every 1 
ftate as dependent on her power, or all 
her greatnefs. She had now added to her 
former iniquities, impiety againft the God ‘of — 
Krael, and cruelty towards his, peeple. © ‘She — 
had rejoiced with infults over the ruins of Je- 
rufalem, had fold the Jewith captives as faves 
to the Gentiles, and carried away the confe~ 
crated veffels of the fanétuary to adorn the 
temples of her falfe gods. 

- Tus profayation and oppreffion drew down 
the vengeance of Heaven upon Tyre. “The 
prophet Ezekiel, who denounces its deftrucs 
tion, introduces the king of Babylon affem- 
bling his army, railing the mounds, fetting 
os engines, and fhaking the walls. 

Ty us faith the Derd<tod: Behold I will 
wag upon Tyrus \Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, with chaots {nd with horfemen, 
and companies, and, Aguch people. He fthall 
flay with the fword \hy daughters in the | 
field; and_he fhill mae a fort againft thee, 
and_caf€a mount, ghd lift up the buckler 

finfte thee. He thall fet engines of war 
a notintt tity walls, and with his axes he fhall , 
rf Abreak down thy towers. Thy walls fhall 
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‘fhake at the noife of the horfemen, ‘dnd 8 the 
wheels, and of the ‘chariots, ‘when ‘he hall 
enter into thy gates. With the hoofs of his 
horfes thall he tread down all thy ftreets ; he 
fhall flay thy people with the fword, and thy 
ftrong garrifons fhall be brought down to the 
ground. They thall make a fpoil of thy riches, 
and a prey of thy merchandife; they {hall 
break down’ thy walls, and deftroy thy pa- 
laces ; and they hall lay thy ftones, thy tim- 
“ber, and thy duft, in the midft of the waters. 
And I will caufe the voice of thy fongs to 
ceafe, and the found of thy harps fhall be heard 
no more. And I will make thee like the top 
of a rock ; thou thalt be a place to fpread nets 
upon; thou fhalt be built no more, for I have 
“fpoken it, faith the Lord.” 

Tue fcene is then varied by thé prophet. 
The ifles and adjacent gégions thake as with a 
mighty earthquake, fromthe concuffion oc- 
cafioned by the fall‘of Tyre. The groans of 
the dying reach the cars 4f the people inhabit- 
‘ing thofe regions. ‘T).cir princes tremble for 

- and for themfelves. 

“® Swatt not the iftes thakf St fire found 
of thy fall, when the wotinsed cry, when the 
_Mlaughter is made in thy ftreets ? Then allthe 
princes of the fea hall come down from'their: 
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felves with hemibne. they {hall fit upon the > 
ground, and be aiftonifhed’ at thee, They 
fhail take up a lamentation for thee, and fay, 
How art thou deftroyed, that waft inhabited of ~ 
feafaring-men, the renowned city, which watt 
{trong in the fea; fhe and her inhabitants, 
which caufed her terror to be on all that haunt 
her ports? Now fhall the ifles tremble in the 
day of thy fall; yea, the ifles of the fea fhall 
be troubled at thy departure. For thus faith 
the Lord, When I fhall make thee a defolate 
city, when TAball bring up the deep upon 
thee, and great waters fhall cover thee ; when 
I thall bring thee down with them that de-— 
{vend into the pit, and {hall fet thee in the 
lower paws of the earth, in places defolate of 
old ; I will make thee a terror, and thou fhalt 
be no more: thongh thou be fought for, yet 
fhalt thou never pe fond, faith the Lord 
God.” 

Sucu is the predition concerning Tyre, 
and verified both,in the Pity on the Continent, : 
yre on the Continent 
y Nebuchadnezzar ; the 

(Cry the Ifland was deftroyed by Alexander 
iP ehe th fr The latter°ufed all the ftones, 
“ X 3 rubbith, ie 
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" fhore, by which means he. obtaifted pofieffion 
of the city, and fulfilled that part of the pro- 
phecy which fays, That her very duft fhould 
be collected, and her ftones, her timber, and 
her earth, laid in the midft of the waters. At 
prefent,, and for ages paft, this celebrated city 
is literally what the prophet foretold, ‘‘ A 
bare rock, and a place to fpread nets on.” A 
late traveller, who vifited the ruins of Tyre, 
thus exprefies himfelf *: “* It's a mere Babel 
of broken wails, pillars, and vaults, without 
fo much as one entire houfe. ¥ts prefent in- 
habitants are only a few poor wretches, har- 
bouring themfelves in the vaults, and fubfift- 
‘img chiefly by fithing, who feem to be pre- 
ferved in this place by Divine Providence, as a 
-vifible argument how God has- fulfilled his 
denunciation concerning T, ae, that it fhould 
be anithe top of a rock, ‘ap cce for fifhers to ary 
nets on.” 
.. © Tue viciflitudes of lifne,” fays the lateft 
vifitant of thefe regions(}-, ‘and the barbarifm 
* of the Greeks and the Mghomeiars, mye ac- 
- eomplifhed. the prediction re} ting to the “tah, 
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of Tyre. Inftead of Ft ant ome 
fo active and fo extenfive, Tyre; reduced tc 
miferable village, has no other trade tha athe 
exportation of a few fackg of corn and raw 
cotton, nor any merchant but a fingle Greek 
factor, in the fervice of the French of Saide, 
who fcarcely makes {ufhicient 07 to main- 
tain his family.” 

Tue predictions in the infpired waiting 
concerning the invafion and conqueft of Egypt, 
and the tubiequent character of its inhabitants, 
is no lefs remarkable and ftriking. This cele- 
brated kingdom was diftinguifhed among the 
nations by fs antiquity, {fplendor, military 
glory, and renown in the arts and fciences, 
By tracing back their origin through a long fe- 
ries of remote ages, the fous of antient kings feem | 

Avert we quired a kind of eternity in empire, 
and promiic% to thémielves a fimilar duration 
in fubfequent ap\s. ‘The extravagant pride 
andsimpiety of Ph aoh-sHophra, who affected 
divine honours, ana confided fo much. in the 
ftrength of his kihg 

an antient hiftorian * . boafted fs that the 
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ftrument. "The othogid with great * digtilty ad- 


dreffes him under the image of one of thofe cro- 
codiles which inhabited that river of whofe 
riches and revenue he vawnted; and denoun- 
ces the divine judgments againft him and his 
nation, fubjeGting them to the Babylonian 
yoke till that empire thould fall. 

© «Tus faith the Lord, Behold I am againtt 
thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dra- 
gon that lieth in the midft of his rivers, who 
has faid, The river is mine, and I have made it. 
Beliold I will bring a fword ypon thee, and 
cut off man and beaft out of the Jand: and 
I will make Egypt wafte and defolate, from 
the tower of Syene even to the border of Ethi- 
opia. Egypt fhall become the bafeft of the 
kingdoms: neither fhall it exalt 4titir-any 
more above the natjons ;* for T4vill diminith 
them, and they fhall no fore rule over the 
people. Thus faithe the fLord, I will make 
the multitude of Egypt o ceafe by the hand 
of (Nebuchadnezzar kag’ of Babylon. He 
and his people; thetersible of the nitions, thall 
be'brought to deftroy theWand ; ati thev Mall 
draw their fwords againit'&¢ypt, and fll the 
Jand with the flain. (I will alfo deftro v “tue | ° 
idols, and I will caufe their images ‘to beate 
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out of Noph ; and: there hall: be. a ) 
a prince of the land of Egypt. “I wall! r 
the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and-lo it ” 
fhall not be bound-up to be healed,’ ‘to ma ee 

it ftrong to hold the fword. And »I- wilh 
{catter the Egyptians among the nations, oni 
difperfe them through the countries *.”” |: o% 
Tue prophet next defcribes to Pharaoh the 
fall of the king of Nineveh, under:the image 
of a fair cedar of Lebanon, once flourifhing 
and majeftic, but now cut down and withered, 
with its broken branches ftrewed around. He 
.. then holds up,to the king of Egypt the pies 
"ture of his,own fate, and informs him that the 
cataftrophe of the Egyptian monarchs fhould 

be like that of the Affyrian. 

, ‘« Beno.n, the Affyrian was a cedar in Let 
1 fair branches, and a thadowing 
Ji te atets made him great, the 
deep fet him up ON high, ‘with her riverseun- 
ing around oe pate eHis height was’ €X- 
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all EE i Tebicedats 4 in 1 Béen envied 
’ his height, and no tree in the garden of God was 
equal to him in ‘beauty. But I delivered him 
into the hand of the mighty one of the hea- 
then ; and ftrangers, the terrible of the na. 
tions, have cut him off: upon the mountains, 
and in allethe'vallies, are his branches fallen ; 
his boughs are broken by all the rivers of the 
land ; andall the people have gone down from 
his fhadow, and have left him. I made the 
nations to fhake at the found of his fall, when 
1 caft him down to Hades with them that de- 
fcend to the pit. To whom art thau thus like 
in glory and in greatnefs among the trees of 
Eden? Yet thou fhalt be brought down to 
the nether parts of the earth; thou fhalt lic 
in the midft of the uncircumcifed, witir wich. 
that be flain by the fword. T)4s is Pharaoh \ 
andall his multitude, - be Lord *.” 
‘As the kingdom of pt had made fuch 
a diftinguithed figure in ee antiem world, the 
__ deftruction of it is afterwards predyéted in an- 
_ ¢ other form ; the feveritt of —— is defcribed 
oa by’ eeliptes of the heavi ie -ste8 i. figure 
ib pee ‘eed writings***" denote revolu- 
Ye 
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bright lumifkaries of ven will I obfeure-. 
C6 th eq fet dyfknefs upon thy land. 
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ANTIENT WI6.TO 
mcsaglens shane by. the divine 
a place in the lower regions of the. car 
the king of Egypt and his hoft ; and-bids: thos 
who butied the flain drag him and his. mule 
titudes to the fubterrancous manfions. aoe 
the tumuit and commotion which this mighty 
work occafions, the infernal fhatles are repres: 
fented as roufed from their couches to enquire 
the caufe. They fee and hail the king &f .. Sh 
Egypt, and again lie down to their flumbers. © 
Pharaoh being now introduced into this fub- 
terraneous cavern, the prophet leads him all: 
around the, fides of the pit; fhews himethe: 
gloomy manfions of former tyrants ; tells their _ 
names as he goes along ; fhews to what all. 
their terror and pomp is come; and cons 
inting out to Pharaoh the place. 
deftined for hiJaftin® habitation. “ 

“ Wuen I tha tinlguith thy luftre, I will 
cover the .heavefl, and make the ftars thereof. 
dark ; I willfhide the fun with a cloud, and 
the moon {hpll not*give her light. All-thes © 












Marty people res amazed. at thee, and 
 theer ktngs fhall tremble. Son of man, caft 
“down: Egypt and her multitudes to the neth 
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“parts of the earth. The 2. dare, 
fhall {peak to the king of Egypt out of the 
midft of Hades. Affur * is. there, and all her 
company ; their graves are around, all of them 
lain, fallen by the fword, which caufeth ter- 
ror in the land of the living. There is Elam +, 
and all her multitude, round about her grave, 
which are gone down uncircumcifed into the 
nether parts of the earth. There is Mefhech, 
Tubal {, and all her multitude; they have 
laid their {words under their heads, though 
they were the terror of the mighty in the 
land of the living. There are the princes of 
the North and the Sidonians, who bear their 
fhame with them that go down to the pit. 
Pharaoh fhall fee them, and fhall be com- 
forted over all his armies that perifhed in bat- 
tle. Terror thall feize the land of theJixing.; 
and he {hall be laid in the mid® of the un- my 
circumcifed, with then thaqare flain by the 
fword, even Pharaob sre multitude, 
faith the Lord God |].” ) - 

, Some circumftances in‘ this peophecy are 
fo fingular and nye and dave been fo re- 
markably verified in t oe periog oF 
" * Afiyria. + Perfia. t The Seythians., 
' ¥ Ezekiel xxxii, 7, 8. 18. 22, &c. 
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Egyptian hiftory, that cit is im ot to 
recognize the divine wifdom ‘by which they 
were foretold. “It is denounced “by” on ‘pro- 
phet, ‘that the arm x ce froue 


pte that Egypt fhould not exalt itfel, Fa aa} more 
above the nations, but become the bafeft et er) 
kingdoms.’ 

AT the time when this prediétion was ut- 
tered Egypt was flourifhing in arts and arms. 
Opulent at home and mighty abroad, the king- 
dom enjoyed the height of profperity, carried 
on an extenfive commerce, and cultivated’ the 
arts and fciences. Works of induftry and of 
genius ; {plendid cities, lakes refembling feas, 


pyramids, temples, and ftately monuments, , i 


n ce 
promife futu 









refent profperity, and feemed td 
ominion., But the time was 
“ne decrees, when ‘* Egypt 
¢ bafzft of*kingdoms ;” the ples 
haraohs foon perifhed in their 
thefe two thoufand years lt 
n’ tribygary kingdom, without 
taqwn, Abjected to a foreign yoke, 
and offen govertedl by flaves. It has fub- 
nfitted to every revolutipn in empire, and ac- 
eset the yoke a begies' conquering na- 
, @ tion. 
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F once was fubdued by the PeeGiiis utter” 
Cyrus. Alexander the Great added it to his 
conquefts, and the Romans annexed it to their 
dominions. After forming a ptovince in the 
empire of Conftantinople, it became fubject to 
‘the caliphs in the reign of Omar. It was 
wrefted from the Saracens by the Mamlouks, 
or flave-ufurpers; and in the fifteenth cen- 
tury was annexed to the Ottoman empire, of 
which it {till forms a province. It is now go- 
verned by a Turkith pacha, whofe authority 
is little more than nominal, apd twenty-four 
begs or chiefs, who have ufurped.the wealth 
and the power of the country. During the 
five hundred and fifty years in which thefe 
‘Mamlouk chiefs have decided the fate of 
Egypt, not one of them has left Tabmtinp. 
iffue ; there does not ‘a aAngle family of \ 
; all their chil- 
. defcent ; and 







\ 


2 The Ponsa have beta fo | a 
to tiie soe of fervitude, 


s 
hi * Volney’s Taves, vol, i. p. 107. 
Abe . _ e with 





